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perforations and geometric arrangements of holes
came into fashion along with embossing, chasing and
engraving over body and cap alike. These long caps
have small knops or tops which follow the conventional
devices such as the flambeau, the acorn, or pine cone.
The base or foot is commonly quite simple in outline,
but nearly always of such proportions as to add to the
dignity and sense of strength and serviceability, which
are characteristic features of the majority of pre-
Victoriati casters intended for sugar. There were two
principal ways of attaching the lid, both quite satis-
factory if the work was properly done. The older is
a bayonet joint, and the other a comparatively long
slip sleeve, with ever so little taper between the
internal and external members.
.At the end of the seventeenth and beginning of
the eighteenth century, sets of three casters were the
" correct thing " for table service. The largest was
intended for sugar, and the pair of smaller size, but
like pattern, respectively for black and white pepper.
From, say 1675 to 1705, the shape was cylindrical, but
the vase in its various forms came soon after the last-
named date. Casters are usually marked on the side
if cylindrical, and on the bottom when the shape has
a foot such as the vase style usually possesses. The
cap should carry an identical maker's mark and the
lion passant. The word itself is spelled indifferently
"castor'' and "caster/' but the latter is preferable.
Casters are illustrated in Plate 6.
CASTERS (Silver)
1713.    Set of three casters, octagonal with moulded
borders.   Centre 8 in., the pair 6| in. high,